
Not for the Show 
 
I Thessalonians 2:4 “But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even 
so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.” 
 
 
There is a great mistrust in the gospel as given in the scripture.  Oh, we give wonderful lip 
service about the good news of salvation in Christ, but feel obliged to “sell” the truths of the 
Bible to the world. We spend our energy convincing them of the benefits of turning to Jesus 
and the gain of the Christian lifestyle. We proclaim that it pays to be a believer. What about 
when it doesn’t seem to “pay”? What about when it costs to be a Christian? 
 
Paul was concerned with honestly presenting the gospel as given to him by God. The word 
“preach” is related to the idea of “herald”--relaying a message as charged. The messenger 
has no right to edit, comment or convince, just relay. The power in our witness does not 
come from us: not from our logic, our persuasion, our appeal or our marketing. That comes 
from the world’s logic, from the world’s mentality.  
 
In Scripture the writers frequently proclaim that they are not appealing with enticing words or 
attractive reasoning, but present the “foolishness of preaching” to announce the salvation of 
God. Romans says the gospel is the “power of God unto salvation,” not the reasoning and 
logic of man. People don’t accept Christ because the music is appealing, the rhetoric is 
entertaining or the showmanship is gripping. 
 
Christians are not called on to “market” the gospel--just proclaim it, and let the Spirit of God 
work in men’s hearts. The only thing we are to “adorn the gospel” with is good works. That 
isn’t selling it, just demonstrating it. We are not to make the Word of God palatable, just 
present it and let the power of God do a transforming work in the lives of men. 


